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The Prophet Muhammad & was born 
in 570 A.D., in the land of Arabia. Much 


of Arabia is desert—vast, silent, barren 


regions where the stars loom large at night 
and where people depend for their survival 
upon shade, water and each other's 
goodwill. There were three major towns 


Yathrib, a large oasis now called Madinah; 


Taif, a cool refuge in the mountains 
nd Makkah which, 
by contrast, lay in a barren valley. It was in 
Makkah that the Prophet 
light of day 

Now Makkah is famous as the 


birthplace of the Prophet Muhamm 


famous for its grapes; 


& first saw the 


J and 


the focal point of the Hajj pilgrimage, but in 
those days it was important because it was 
at the junction of many trading routes. It 


\was even more important as the home of 


the Kabah, where people came from far and 
wide to worship. The original Kabah was 
built by the Prophets Ibrahim 35 and Ismail 


2 (Abraham and Ishmael), whose lives 


were particularly devoted to Allah. 


. Birth of the Prophet 


The Prophet Muhammad's father, 
Abdullah, died two months. before his birth, 
and his mother, Aminah, was naturally very 
sad. Bur still, she felt strong and well as she 


waited for her baby to be bom. When he 


came into the world, Aminah sent word to her 


father-in-law, Abd al-Muttalib, who was 
sitting near the Kabah as he always did 
Abd al-Muttalib was the head of the 

Quraysh tribe, guardian of the Kabah and 
protector of the pilgrims who visited this holy 
place. He was respected and admired by all. 
Bur he was not like the other Arabs who had 
drifted away from the teachings of the 


Prophet Ibrahim 3 and had begun 


worship idols. He was one of the hanifs, ot 
pious people, who believed in Allah, the one 


true God, with all his heart. He was happy to 


hear the news of the birth and began 


to think of a name for the baby boy 


Finally he decided upon Muhammad, 


an unusual name that means “often 
praised,” or “worthy of praise 

For some time before his birth, 
believers had prayed for a prophet to 
come, and there had been signs that 
Allah had heard their prayers. Jewish 
scriptures told of a prophet that was tc 
come. On the night of the Prophet's 
birth a learned Jew in Yathrib saw a 
brilliant star he had never seen before 
He called people together around him 
land, pointing to the star, told them 
that a prophet must have been born. 


Word spread quickly 


An 


xample to All 
Human Beings 
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1. Birth of the Prophet 


The Prophet Muhammad & was born 
in 570 A.D, tn the land of Arabia, Much 
of Arabia is desert—vast, silent, barren 
regions where the stats loom large at night 
and where people depend for their survival 
upon shade, water and each other's 
goodwill. There were three major towns: 


Yathrib, a sis now called Madinah; 


Bs 


Taif, a cool refuge in the mountains 
famous for its grapes; and Makkah which, 
by contrast, lay in a barren valley. It was in 
Makkah that the Prophet & first saw the 
light of day 

Now Makkah is famous as the 
birthplace of the Prophet Muhammad and 


the focal point of the Hajj pilgrimage, but in 


those days it was important because it was 


at the junction of many trading routes. It 


was even more important as the home of 
the Kabah, where people came from far and 
wide to worship. The original Kabah was 
built by the Prophets Ibrahim = and Ismail 
7 (Abraham and Ishmael), whose lives 


were particularly devoted to Allah. 


The Prophet Muhammad's father, hear the news of the birth and began 


Abdullah, died two months before his birth, '€ think of a name for the baby boy 


and his mother, Aminah, was naturally very 


nd well as she 27 unusual name that means “often 


sad. But still, she felt strov 
waited for her baby to be born. When he praised, 


For some time before his birth, 


or “worthy of praise 


came into the world, Aminah sent word to her 
father-in-law, Abd al-Muttalib, who was 
sitting near the Kabah as he always did. 

Abd al-Muttalib was the head of the 
ah and 


protector of the pilgrims who visited this holy 


believers had prayed for a prophet to 
come, and there had been signs that 


Allah had heard their prayers. Jewish 


Chasis vibe, poandian of the scriptures told of a prophet that was tc 


come. On the night of the Prophet's 


place. He was respected and admired by all. birth a learmed Jew in Yathrib saw a 


But he was not like the other Arabs who had__ rilliant star he had never seen before 


drifted away from the teachings of the He called people together around him 


Prophet Ibrahim 22 and had begun again to nd, pointing to the star, told them 


worship idols, He was one of the hanifs, or that a prophet must have been born. 


pious people, who believed in Allah, the one Word spread quickly 


true God, with all his heart, He was happy to 


Finally he decided upon Muhammad, 
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2. Nursed in the Desert 


4 Good Family Ties 


K The Prophet & revered parents. He would 
say: "Paradise lies at the feet of mothers," and 
"God's pleasure is in the father’s pleasure; and 


God!'s displeasure is in the father’s displeasure.” 


YK Those, he believed. who served their parent 
I. well, were deserving of Paradise, An 
asked the Prophet &, “Who rightfully deserves 
the best treatment from met” *Your 


the Prophet 4. Then the man said, “Who 
nes next!® "Your moth J the 

Prophet a. 
“Your mothe 


‘ho is after that!” moked the man, 


inawer. “Whe 


* was the Prophet 


ed the man again. “Your 


con 
father,” suid the noble Prophet 
‘Tho Prophet a gave great importance to 


next! 


"The best man i he who ix 


family ies. Hee vat 
best to his wife.” 


ay 


A desert outside Ma 
the Prophet Muham 


Tt was the custom in those days, in 
Makkah, for mothers to send their babies into 
the desert to be nursed by paid foster mothers 
from among the people who tended sheep. 
The weather in the desert, away from the city, 
was considered more healthy. Aminah, too, 
did this, and so the little Muhammad & 
spent the first years of his life with a woman 
named Halimah and her family of the Banu 
Sad tribe. 

Halimah worried that she would not be 
able to care properly for the baby 
Muhammad &. They were very poor, and 
1’s famine, she had 


because of the previous ye 
hardly enough milk to feed her own baby. But 


as soon as she began nursing Muhammad 
&, her milk increased. After they got back 
home, many things began to change for the 
better. The land became green, and the date 
palms grew heavy with fruit. Dates were one 
of the family’s main foods. The sheep and 
camels regained their health. Halimah and 
her husband knew that these blessings were 
because of the baby Muhammad 2. 

Muhammad & grew well during his 
stay with Halimah and her family. He 
played with her children, and together they 
would take the sheep to graze, When 
Muhammad & returned to Aminah, he was 
a strong and healthy three year old. 


oe 


Cc The Prophet’s Advice to 
His Daughter 


“Ali, the son of Abu Talib, 
Fatima, his wife and also davyhte 
Muhammad a, hd to do all the housework 
herself, Her hands used to become blistered from 
working 3 millstone, her clothes became dirty from, 
sweeping the floor, and she had a mark on her 


ted how 
of the Prophet 


neck from to being water fron fay 


per hag, Once when the Prophet a had 


large 
smuny servants come to him, ‘All suggested to 
Fatima that she go and request her father to give 
one of them, But there were many people 

nd at his house, so she returned home 


without meeting him. The next day the Prophet 
& came to the house of ‘Ali and Farimah and 
asked what she had wanted to discus, but Ftimah 
remained silent 

Then ‘Ali told the Prophet the whole story 
The Prophet a did not, however, say yer to thie 
request. "Fear God," he said, "and fulil your duty 
to the Lond. Continue to do your housework and, 


when you go to bed at night, glorify Allah 33 
mes and 


times, praise Him the same number of 
exalt him 34 times. ‘That mukes 100 tes 
altogether. That will do you more good than a 


ervant will” (Al-Targheeh wa al-Tarheeb) 


i 
journey baclejba) Malay Acting dell llignd ¢ 2" Kabel during 


2.3.A Visit to Yathrib 


i his consultations, and 

died. Little Muhammad & retuned home vs - 
= with Aminah’s maid, Barakah. fren -Abs'al-Murralth fell-=— Sea 
BA viacnduhairind Se was ix Avcinals Muhammad's grandfather adopted him Sick two years later, 


and took care of him. Abd al-Muttalib loved 


Muhammad & dearly, and was convinced 


Oz: 
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decided to take him with her to visit his uncles 


faithfully. When his grandfather died, 
Muhammad & was adopted by his uncle, 
Abu Talib, Muhammad & 

became part of Abu Talib’s oe 


in Yathrib. Yathrib (now known as Madinah) 
that he was destined for greatness. 


Muhammad & sat by Abd al-Muttalib’s side 


was situated in the midst of voleanic hills in 
the Hijaz region of western Saudi Arabia about 
100 miles (160 km) inland from the Red Sea. 


large family right away, 
24 In its early days, it was an oasis famed for the 


and was his 
dates from its palm groves. 

Mere Senex ale gs § favourite 
It was a long journey by caravan, but 


young Muhammad & enjoyed meeting his 
cousins, playing with them and learning to 


swim. Muhammad nd Aminah enjoyed 


¥ the pleasant climate and the company of their 


relatives for a month. But, tragically, on the 


aver 


zai) 


~= — 
Muhammad & arended hin 
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+A Thoughtful Boy 


We learn from the stories of his life 
heful 
in boy. He took good care of his family’s sheep, 


de that Muhammad & was a very tho 


wand played with the other children. But he 
th also spent much time alone, wondering 
KC about the mysteries of nature, He thought 
In about the people around him, how they 
di Jived and how they behaved. Even when he 


was a very little boy, Halimah said that she 


Y often found him sitting by himself. 
oy 
cd ot 


nthe creation of the 
heavens and the earth, and 
in the alternation of night 
and day, there are signs for 
men of sense; those that 
remember God when 
standing, sitting, and lying 
down, and reflect upon the 
creation of the heavens and 


the earth. qm 
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There are stories about how, even as a 
youngster, Muhammad & believed in one 
God, the God of Ibrahim 25. He never 
worshipped idols and refused to swear by 
them as other Arabs had come to do. These 
stories also tell us that Muhammad & was 
troubled by the fact that people always 
seemed to be struggling for power and 
money, and that once rich and powerful, 
they became arrogant and showed no 
generosity to the poor and needy. 

We do not know exactly what 
Muhammad & looked like, but his cousin, 
‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, has given us some idea, 
‘Ali said Muhammad & was of medium 
height, broad-shouldered, and had curly hair 


and a thick beard. His walk conveyed 


strength and resolution: he walked softly 
bur firmly, with large swift strides, and bent 
slightly forward. Some say the ground 
seemed to roll itself up for him, and his 
disciples had to work hard to keep up with 
him even when the Prophet & walked ata 
leisurely pace. 

The Prophet's skin was tawny and his 
eyes shown light brown from under bushy 
eyebrows. The Prophet's eyes did not 
ound, looking at this and that. 


They were usually downeast. But when he 
did look up at something he would look 
straight into it 

By the time he was 25 years old, 
Muhammad && had a reputation for 


honesty. He was known among the 


Quraysh as the bravest and most 
gentlemanly person, He was a good 
neighbour, tolerant and always truthful. He 
always kept aloof from quarrels and 
quibbles, and never used foul language or 
abuse. ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib once said, “All 
who came close to him grew to love him.” 


Knowledge As Your Friend ’ 


Acauire knowledge” the Popher 
Muhanad & we 10 tel his allowers. “Seeking . 


Knowlede i the duty of every Mi 


able you own friend in the desert t 


in loneline sulle Wo happiness, our 


amongst people and your arrow agairat your 
nies, W 


wa that if 
knowledge ' 


They were well suited to each other, and were 


i ; $7 Also, Khadijah’s servant, Maysarah, who 
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Speaking the Truth 


The Prophet Muhammad & once remarked 


2 
-\] 
S 


SS with yrear wisdom that you should always tell the 


Muhammad's experience of trading, 
together with his excellent reputation, drew 
him to the attention of Khadijah, a 
beautiful and wealthy widow belonging to a 
family of merchants. Khadijah employed 
Muhammad && to take her goods to 


trade in Sy 


Muhammad && handled the trading 
very well, and brought back more profits 
the 


Khadijah had ever made before. 


& Zayd ibn Haritha 

Zaye was travelling with his father, Haritha, 
when their caravan was attacked, Me was dragged 
away t0 a bazaar and sold there axa slave. The 
peeon who bought him, Khadijah, thought be wo 
be useful to her husband, Mubamnmad &@, But the 
Prophet 4 did not like the idea of slavery, so when 
the boy's father Haritha came 
to Makkah and beget 
him to give him back, 
saying that he would pay 
wharever he wanted, the 
Prophet @ rokd him that he 
did not wane any 
compensations If Zayd wanted to 
10 with him, he could take him. 
Much to Haritha's surprise, Zayd 
vale that he fact been shows 36 
much love by the Prophet a that 
he preferred to stay with hin. The 
Prophet Muhammad & thet. wok 
Zayd to the Kabah, and in the presence 
cof Zayas father and uncle, announced 1 
everyone that this boy was now his son, 
Horitha and his brother went away 
happily, kmowing that Zayd was in 
ocd hands 


had come to admire and respect him 
greatly, and gave a glowing report to her 
mistress about what a superior person 
Muhammad & was. 

Muhammad’s refined speech and 
looks had made a profound impression 
upon Khadijah, and she wanted to marry 
him. When Khadijah conveyed through 
her friend, Nufaysah, Muhammad &, 
having great respect for Khadijah, happily 
said yes, The marriage was a joyful one. 


girls. Sadly, however, both sons died at an 
early age. 


Khadijah was not only Muhammad's wife, 


but also his friend and helper, and, later, his 
first disciple, When the Quraysh’s persecution 
of the Prophet & was at its height, just before 
Muhammad's decision to leave Makkah, 
Khadijah died. It was a terrible loss for 
Muhammad & 

In the years after Khadijah’s death, 
Muhammad & married other wives, He had 


only one more child, by the last of these wives, 


a son named Ibrahim, who also died in ir 


S 
. 
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ruth, because that leads to a life of virtue, and that 
you should stay away from people who tell les, 


hecaue that lead toa Me of evi. Indeed, the 
noblest quality n a man or woman is honesty. I 
shines forth. showing purity of soul. One who tells 
les mats hi inne self and sinks deeper and deeper 
into evil. The Prophet & observed: “The best 

hac of th. The trader who is 


truthful and trustworthy will be € 
} Poomiday along with the Prophets 


first laid by the Prophet Ibraham 24, there not be solved, but Muhammad && had a 
+. The Pledge: A Leader of Men was a crisis. Each of the four leading families simple idea that saved the honour of 


of Makkah claimed that they alone should everyone concemed. He spread out a white 
Eyeries mi boy tohiemrsad aie wes “The Kabah cqamiettiel el teaeenael have that honour. Finally, it was agreed that _ sheet on the ground and placed the sacred 
concerned about his fellow men. One day a the ground. Alll the tribes of Makkah took the first man to enter the courtyard of the stone at its center. Then he instructed the 
trader from Yemen had his goods stolen by a _part in repairing ie and building icp Kabah would settle the issue. That man was _elders of each clan to lift a comer of the shee 
group of wicked Makkans. The trader called again, but when it was time to p a Mubam and carry the stone to its site. Then 


out for help, but no one came forth. So the back the sacred Black Stone 
trader wrote a poem that made fun of the 
Makkans’ bad behaviour, and recited it out 
loud in public for all to hear. When Zubayr, 
one of Muhammad's uncles, heard this poem, 
he felt ashamed. 

Zubayr called the city elders to a 
meeting, and an organisation was formed to 
protect the oppressed people of Makkah. This 
included foreign visitors as well as the people 
who had always lived there. Muhammad & 
became an enthusiastic member of the group, 


STRENGTH OF 


called Hilf al-Fudul, who pledged themselves 


to be courteous and considerate towards CHARACTER 
others, especially those weaker than There was an old Makkan woman, 

eee who hated the Prophet &. Every 
themselves. ; peter See eae 

Many years later, Muhammad & still hae eae ee 
kept this promise to Hilf al-Fudul, saying: "I of rubbish on his head from the 
am not prepared to bteak my promise, even epee SF 
against a herd of camels; if somebody should a gpa el 
anything to her. One day 
appeal to me even today, by vittue of that she was ill and in bed when 
pledge, I would hurry to his help.” he passed thot way. Sunprised 
The Prophet Muhammad's sense of that no rubbish had been emptied 
id on his head, he thought, "She must At thease comer ofthe 
justice, his prompt understanding of problems = Kahl, abour § fer above the 
: be ill," and went upstairs to enquire Heat peat 
and his real interest in his fellow men how she was. The woman was very { 4 Dear zee Fitig ; 
combined to make him a leader. He could frightened. She thought he had come es reaper gas: ; 
always be relied upes to fle fit a was bore a ee a van bs) ’ Pe : Re ee | 
more and more sought out to help settle ae to cry. "What a go84 man yous : ay\y Ibrahim = roma rhe spor fom | 
disputes. His fame got a mighty boost by an are," she sobbed. "I -teat you sad you" gaa Ml: ge Bab Eittcnvescenac iret 
incident that took place when Muhammad & enquire after my health, Teach me your : 1 ‘the crignal bling 
religion. Teach me your way of life.” - - 


was not more than 35 years old. 


1 The Search for Truth The Prophet Muhammad's marriage creation. The vast silence of the desert, with mind. What is man’s true role in life? 


with Khadijah gave him every opportunity to endless sand and sky and, at night, equally What does the Lord require of us, as 
lead a comfortable life as a wealthy and endless darkness, alive only with the twinkling His servants? From where does 
respected noble of Makkah. And, indeed, for of millions and millions of tiny stars, seemed to man come, and where will he go 


a few years Muhammad & did lead a calm bring one very clase to the Creator. after death? 
and quiet life as a merchant. But he soon Often Muhammad # would stay alone On the twelfth of February, 610 A.D., 
gave up all worldly activity and set himself to. for days in the Cave of Hira, which was near Muhammad &, now forty years of age, 
searching for the truth. the top of Jabal al-Nur, or the Mountain of went to the Cave of Hira to spend 

Instead of meeting people all the time in Light, three miles from Makkah. He would Ramadan, the traditional month of retreat 
their homes and at gatherings, and trying to. return home only for more supplies of food He was sitting all alone in this cave, when 
gain for himself a position among the nobles and water, and then go back to the solitude of he had an extraordinary experience, 


of Makkah, Muhammad & would wander nature to pray and meditate, asking the 
into the barren hills of the desert. He would Maker of the heavens and the earth for 
sit for hours and ponder.the mysteries of answers to the questions that surged in his 


it Laws of Islam 


Here are some of the laws which the Prophet 


Muhammad #& taught his followers 
rer wer, then forgive your 


hot wish tw be forgiven? 


al your 
brother. Do yo 


* Do not hate each other, envy each other or 
provoke ech other 

* Do not spy on each other, of betray each 
other's: trust 


* Do not speak ill of your friend behind his 
tack 


The Cove of tra, where dhe fit 
Heoveatice of te Quran yt Mace 10 
the Prophet Maramnmucd & THe cable, 
Which fs large enon for a man to 
Say Pi prayers. smote 9 the 4 
sumo of the Jab abNur or the 
Mountain of ght. to the non east 
‘of Makar on the rol to NA: 


Give the labourer his wages before his sweat 


dries. 
© Do not drink alcohol, and do nor gamble 


it opens the door w the devil 


© Do not steal the property of another 


* Do not cheat each other 


Do not charge interest on money loaned to 


thove who need it 


© Do not take 5 
anything of w 


in corrupt practices or do 
h you would be ashamed if 


it became known 


Do not reveal your friends’ weaknesses. 
Cover up their failings if you wish God to 
cover up ye 


© Do not pay betbes to get what és not 
lawtully yours 

8 © Do not be cruel to animals. 

© Gladden the heart of the afflicted, feed the 
hungry, give comfort to the sorrowful and 

ed. 


remove the wrongs of the inju 


s The Night of Destiny 


Suddenly, after many days of 
meditation, the Archangel Jibril appeared 
before Muhammad & in human form. 
“Read!” commanded the angel. “I cannot 
read,” Muhammad & protested. So the 
angel held Muhammad & tightly by the 
shoulders, shook him, and taught him these 
words: 


Read: In the name of your Lord who 
created, created man from a clot 
Read: And your Lord is the Most 
Generous Who taught by the pen, 
Taught man what he did not know 


These were the first words of the Holy 
Quran. Muhammad & felt these lines 
actually written on his heart. But the 
experience left him surprised and confused 
He even felt he might be falling ill. He 
tushed back to his wife, Khadijah, who 
comforted him. She took him to her cousin, 
Waraqah, who told him that the revelation 
he 


ad had was from the same source as the 
me 


ages of the Prophets Musas and | 
2h. Gradually he began to understand —his 
quest had finally been rewarded. His 


restless, searching soul had heen joined with 
his Lord. 

Allah not only gave him guidance, but 
He also chose Muhammad & as His 
Prophet and special Messenger, to bring His 
word t a world that had gone badly astray. 
It was a tremendous responsibility. But 
Muhammad &, far from becoming 
vain or proud, remained as 


good and humble a man as ever: 

He continued to receive divine revelations 
from time to time over the next wenty three 
years, when the Archangel Jibril would come 
to him in different forms, sometimes huge 
and filling the horizon, and sometimes just a 
pair of eyes watching him. Sometimes he 
remained invisible. Occasionally only his 
voice could be heard. Sometimes the voice 


was muffled, like a ringing in his head. But 


r. 


the meaning was always ch 
Muhammad & could neither make the 
revelations happen, nor stop them. They 
might happen while he was making a speech, 
while sitting, while praying, or even while 


riding his camel, He always knew when they 


were about to happen, and his Companions 
could see the change come over him. He 


would fall silent, and normally lay down 


covered in his cloak, His face might 
become red and he would perspire 
profusely, even on cold days. His 
Companions said if you were near 
him, you could hear something like 
humming around his face. 

The experience of the 
revelations always seemed to make 
the Prophet Muhammad & feel 
close to death, as if he was leaving 
his body and might never return. 
“Not once did I receive a revelation 
without thinking thar my soul had 


been torr 


away,” said the Prophet 


At the end of the experience 
Muhammad a would return to 
normal, and recite the new verses of 
the Quran, His Companions were 


instructed to record them. 
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The Quran— 
A Supreme Miracle 


The Prophet Mubarnmad 2 freed many peeple in 
Lifetime who did not bcheve an bien. They 
Henged him to work a muracle like che Prophet 


onder to prove that ally wert ism ws 
is messenger. This he did wot do. Me 


nvelf was the 


v0 douse 


chapters tke. Call om 
am what you 
He abo potnted out that there were obvious sighs 
wwerywhere—in the beauty of nature, in life 
ung water, in the growth of crops an in the miracle 
(rth, The entine universe, in fact, was pout of 


rand Sustatner 
» His prophets way mace directly 
‘Hough the angel Kbit. The Quran 4 che fal 

het 


Ich thy 


There 


Jian, Sometims | ibrl would reveal the vene 


4 the Quran as one mat to another. This Way i wa 
vy. But, at ‘it wots like the ringing of 
ell piercing his heart and teaeing hitn apt, Thi 


cdl was very hard and painful. The revelation of 


he Quran started when the Propher & 
and contin 


as 40 year 


nat his life. The 


fin parts thre 


f the Quran came only a few month 


th, when the Propher & wat 


», The Messenger of God 


These astonishing events were at first 
difficult for people to understand. They were 
still living in an age which is now called the 
“Days of Ignorance.” And remember that after 
the first revelation, the Prophet Muhammad é& 


himself had been totally shaken by the 


‘experience. It had only been very gradually, 
with Khadijah’s help, that he had come to 
understand and accept what had happened— 
thar he had been chosen by Allah as His 


‘Messenger to mankind. 


Like Khadijah, the Prophet's family 
and friends realized he was an intelligent, 
kind and down-to-earth person. The 
revelations he received were not tinged 
with selfishness, hatred or ill-will. They 


were a clear guide to righteousness, and an 


insight into the kingdom of God. 
Khadijah was the first to 
respond to the call of the 
Prophet &. Her cousin, 
the wise man Waragah, 
explained to her that 
just as Jibril had come 
to Musa 3 earlier on 
Mount Sinai and told 
to guide his people, so too 
would Muhammad & be 


the Prophet of his people. But Waragah also 
warned that not all the people would listen to 
the Prophet &, and some would even try to 
harm him and his followers. Muhammad & 
would need great courage and patience, he said, 
Khadijah understood, and became the strongest 
help and support to 
Muhammad a in the trials 
that followed. 

The next to respond to the 
Prophet & was his cousin, ‘Ali 
Zayd, his foster son, was the 
third. The first convert from 
outside the family was Abu 
Bakr, a respected merchant 
who became the Prophet's 
closest Companion. At first 
Muhammad & taught 


group of friends how to pray 
and they would pray togéther. 
Ata certain point, after 
the Prophet had been doing 
this for three years, the angel 
Jibril commanded Muhammad 
& wo speak openly, and he 
an to hold public meetings. 
Slowly the message of Allah, 
the Maker of heaven and earth 
and all the things in heaven 
and on earth, began to spread. 


Khadijah and the small otf! 


The Divine Message 
The message the Prophet Muhammad 2 

sot to the liking of many Arabs. He 

hed that they should worship only one God. He 


Pe 
old them they must show proper tespect for women 


and should not le, or cheat, oF take moriey which 
righrfully be 


should they lend money at high rote of interest 


to the poor and to orphans. Nor 


They must stop drinking and yambling ond killing 
for revenge 
He impressed upon people that there really was 


» life after death, and there wou! 


Judgement when they would be rewarded wr 
punished according how they had lived: Had they 


thought only of money-making and thelr own 


comfort anu luxury? Or hod the 
orphans, wikis, the sick, the hungry and the 
needy? Had they towed! humbly to God in worship 
and prayer 
The Proplit Muhammad & had to convince 
elk 


everyone that, even if they di 


quality a person 
and evil wns taut chat is 
at all rites and being careful not 
Tis set by His 

True, Allah was merciful and knew all about 


they did—anal if people wete truly 


acuta Md be forgiven. But 


‘Goal wa al perfectly just—if people who had 


pasted a lifetime doing bad things were still nt sorry 
about them by the time they died, they would not 
be forgiven. 

The Quraysh o 
threatened. The Pr 


conly one Gd, anal that all mene were brothers whe 


her's message that there wax 


okkab felt particularly 


served Allah, challenged the way the Quraysh had 
come to live. They worshipped many different idols, 
believed in all kins 


of magic, fought amongst each 


other for worldly gain, upheld the cade of blood: 
feud or vengeance, anid oppressed and mistreated 
those who were poorer and weaker than they. 

mn tribe, the Quraysh, were in 


ah with its idols, and when ehey 


The Propher's 
change of the K. 
ed that he 


pring the 


ss because they 
ght thetr profit w 


10. Justice believer deliberately killed another, he would subjected to every kind of cruelty and insult. 


be punished in Hell; if accidentally, he would “Thorns were strewn in his path, stones were Salah—The Importance 
pay blood money. thrown at his house, and he was pelted with of Prayer 
Before Islam, the blood feud prevailed: The Quraysh tried in many ways, iiire anil eabtasle Fie wes taughied at and Give gory wo your Lond before suse anu before 
when a member of a group was injured or including the use of force, to dissuade the ridiculed. Once, when he was praying in the = “i 3130. See ee 
killed by a person from another group, the Prophet Muhammad & from his path, and to Kabah, a sheet was thrown round his neck y y Islom, everyone faces God alone, on a ome-to- 
| first group had the right of vengeance, a stop the message from spreading. They were and pulled with such force that he fell on See ee ee ag 
tooth for n tooth, a life for a life. But the determined to crush the movement at all his face. Cad, Ths bby nh or pryer och an portant 
an praised the Mus! ccepte: BR Saar se art of Islam. es meant (0 bring people close to Alla, 
) Quran praised the Muslim who accepted a costs, because they were too proud to admit The Prophet Muhammad's Companions, Ts party tek hen a tleg ent et 
| penalty less severe on the criminal than was the error of their ways and change their beliefs roo, faced all kinds of persecution, For spiritual ert, 

mi ncina. is, - cae The pertiemance of salah—always done facing the | 
warranted by his crime, or who forgave and practices. example, when Bilal ibn Rabah, a slave, Kabuh in Makkah—is based on the way the Prophet 
altogether. The Quran also decreed that if a So the Prophet Muhammad & was iemeecdichie kd chide? eateeealicieried by, i¢ ud wed tts | 

, < ‘ ¢ Ike worship than the personal appeals 
his master. He was thrown down on the sand BE we usually think of as prayer. Lach cycle of It tx called 


under the burning sun, and kepe there with a rd Thin stalin en po 
heavy stone on his chest. "Ahad! Ahad! BB give tc oenning, Some of the words are part of the 
Ahad!” (Allah the One, the One, the One) ele aon een oe ea 
were the only words he uttered. Later Abu 

Bakr was able to free Bilal. 


One of the movt famous prayers of the Proper a 
te known ax che "Prayer of Lighe'> © Allah, ace light ov 
ar, light oy ght, Hight an my hein, lg om ey 
han om my eft, light ubowe me, Hight bow ma. OP 
Allah, Wu ks dhe nnermet secrets of cur hears, eat 
sme out ofthe darkness onto the Lage 
Marlins can pray alone wherever they ate at rhe 
‘othe can jon all oxher worshippers who 
the owe. The Fey midday 
1 atthe menue ts compuisory forall Mushin 
‘males to attend. When many people pray together at 
thistime, this calle ‘congregational’ prn 
so ptt of the salah 
ind this ts means to tra believers in ehewnlin 
ity and self-discipline, and 
se above personal worries or passin fanc 
importance ts rayah, oF intention) atu this refers no he 
process of closing one’s mind to worklly distinctions 


The preparation for pu 


‘leaniny one’s aly and choosing a clean place w pray 
The ritual cleansing, called wus, ts done in 3 quiet 
and prayerful way 

‘The Prophet, being a very considerate person, did 
not want wordhuppers ty nuff amy unecessary 
inship whale saying their prayers. One day he wen 


he momue atl saw a rope stretched between fw0 
pillars, "What t this rope!” he askes, unl was told that 
it belonged to Zaynab. She clung to it when weakened 
by fatigue. The Prophet said, “Unie tt Let exch of 
you pray while you have the enengy to de no and then 
sit down when you ae tied.” 


u.A Christian King Helps Out 


In 615 A.D., five years after the 
beginning of the revelation of the Quran, a 
group of the Prophet's Companions, weary of 
daily torture and hardship, left Makkah on 
the Prophet's advice to seek shelter in 


Abyssinia (Ethiopia) with the Christian ruler, 
King Najashi (Negus). Under cover of 


nightfall 16 of them slipped away, to be 


followed later by another 83 men and women. 
When the Makkans discovered this, they were 
enraged, particularly because the children of 


many leading families were among them. 


The Quraysh leaders sent two of theit 
cl 


send the Muslims back. On arrival, they first 


fest men to persuade King Najashi to 


gave wifts to the King’s advisers, saying that 
some “foolish Makkans” had recently 
migrated to Abyssinia and that they intended 
to ask the king for their return. Then they 
went to the King, and said, "Your Majesty, 
these people have abandoned the religion of 
Makkah, but they have not even become 
Christians like you.” The King’s advisers 


The Prophet ‘Isa (Jésus) in the Quran © 
sa 33 one othe rt porters, Gefen oman 

In the Quran. Surah 19, which is oanned fee Mary 

rlesl6us wets that Ta 2a concldes wh 

the pute words of the Pipher ‘les 2, which he spoke while 


w given mie the Book, and ty 
He hat made roe fie 
and He has yal (ge i, 
Live cherish any morher: He fas 
‘not made me arteeant or wicked. 

was blessed the day I was born 

rnd pe 
rrubed up ali 


ove 4 Prophet 
FL nay be 


Tale, dhe day’ Fan 
Surah Maryann, (WD 12 
es 


one, th 


promptly urged him to hand them over 
straight away 
But the King, unconvinced, became 


angry, saying, “No, by God, they came to me 


for protection and I will hear what they have 


to say.” The Makkans were dismayed at this, 


reali: that the King would immediately 


sense the migrants’ sincerity. When the 
Muslims entered, they did not bow before 
King Najashi and were thereupon rebuked by 
the advisers. But the Muslims simply said, 
“We kneel only to Allah.” Then King } 
asked them about their religion 


ajashi 


The Muslims’ spokesman, Ja'far ibn Abi 
Talib, ‘Ali’s brother and the Prophet's cousin, 


said: “O King, we and our ancestors turned 
away in ignorance from the faith of the 
Prophet Ibrahim 23, who with Ismail 24, buile 
the Kabah and worshipped only Allah. W 

did quite unspeakable things, worshipping 


idols, treating our neighbours unfairly, 


<a. 


oppressing the weak and so on. This was our 
life until Allah sent a Messenger from among 
us, one of our own relatives, known always to 
have been honest, innocent and faithful. He 
asked us to worship only Allah, to give up the 
bad customs of our forefathers, to be truthful 
and trustworthy, to respect and help our 


neighbours, to honour our families and look 


after orphans, and to put an end to misdes 
and fighting. He ordered us to slander neither 
men nor women. He bade us worship none 

other than Allah, to pray, to give alms and to 


fast. We believe in him and follow his lead. 


The Makkans began to come between us and 
our religion, so we left our homes and came to 
you, hoping to find justice.’ 

Najashi si Tell me 


some of the revelations which your Prophet 


Hearing thi 


claims to have received from God." Ja'far then 
recited some Quranic verses in which 
Maryam, the pure and devoted mother of the 


Prophet ‘Isa, has to face angry and disbelieving 


ly members. She points to the baby 


, but they say they cannot speak to a 
mere baby, Then ‘Isa 325 himself astonishes 
them by uttering words of great wisdom. 
Overwhelmed at this, the King 
exclaimed; “The messages of ‘Isa and 
Muhammad come from the same source!” 
And drawing a line with his cane on the floor, 
he said joyfully, “Between your religion and 
ours there is reallyno'More difference than 
this line” King Najashi gave the Muslims 
efully in his realm. The 
clever Makkans were sent home bitterly 


permission to live pe 


disappointed. 


MIS 


2. The Year of Sorrow 


In the meantime the Quraysh had 
imposed a social ban on the Prophet 
Muhammad's family in Makkah. No one 
was to talk to them or conduct business 
with them. This ban lasted for three years, 
and caused the family great suffering, 
During this period, the Prophet's faithful 


wife and greatest help, Khadijah, died 


Then, Abu Talib, the Prophet's loving 
uncle and guardian, also died, 

These wer h blows. Abu Talib 
was a respected of the Quraysh. 


Though not a follower of Islam, he had 


protected the Prophet against his enemies 


people of Ta'if refused to listen to the 


Tt is Arab custom that someone under the 
protection of another is safe as long as the 
protector lives. Now, with the death of his 
uncle, the Prophet & was without 
protection. His enemies cheered, and 
redoubled their bruralities. 


In 619 A.D., nine years now after the 


beginning of the revelation of the Quran, 

and despairing of his work in Makkah, the 
Prophet & went to Ta’if, a nearby city, to 
‘spread his message and seck help, But the 


Prophet &. They jeered at him and drove 
him out of town, setting the street urchins 
to pelting him with stones. The Prophet's 
body was covered with wounds, and he was 
bleeding from head to toe 

Suddenly, the Archangel Gabriel 
appeared along with Malak al-Jibal, the 
Angel of the Mountain, Malak al-Jibal 
asked if he should crush the people of Ta'if 
between two mountains. “No,” said the 
noble Prophet &, and he raised his hands 
instead to pray for the people of Taf: 
“Lord, guide them, I am hopeful for their 
descendants, who will one day serve Your 
cause." Then he returned to M 


v.An Extraordinary Experience 


At this bitter moment, when the Quraysh 
seemed to be on the verge of crushing Islam, 


the Prophet Muhammad & had an 


extraordinary experience—al-Isra and al-Miraj, 


the Night Journey and the Ascension. 


One night, as the Prophet Muhammad & 


slept next to the Kabah, in the same spot where 


Abd al-Muttalib used to sleep, the Archangel 


Jibril woke him and took him on a strange, 
white winged animal, called Buraq (lightning), 
from Makkah to al-Agsa mosque in far away 
Jerusalem. There the Prophet Muhammad & 


met Ibrahim =, Musa 32 and I: and the 


other prophets, and they prayed together. 


| SE 


THE ISRA AND MI'RAJ 


For the Prophet a, the Night Journey andl 
the Ascension was 4 tuming point. After years of 
persecution and the terrible sadness of losing 
both Khadijah and Abu Talib, the experience 
‘eave him great comfort and the strength go 
‘on. He became convinced that Allah was always 
with him, 

‘This experience of the Divine Presence is 
important for us: though we may never have the 
good fortune to experience Gext with our whole 
‘being, both spiritual and physical, as the Prophet 
did the inward, spiritual aspects of the 
experience can sui be striven for and shared by 
every Muslim who. is Godsfearing and good 

Te was during this experience thar Allah's 
commandment on prayer was revealed to the 
Prophet Muhammad 4. He reported chat Atlay 
wanted men to pray fifty times a day, but thie 
fon the Prophet Musas advice, he had appealed. 
for a less difficult routine Ar last Allah resolved 
that there should he five prayers a day. That has 
remained Muslim practice ever since. 

The Prophet's Companions recorded this und 


Then Jibril took the Prophet & through 


He: 


en's gates, where he saw countless 


angels. One was Malik the Keeper of hell, 
who never smiles. Malik gave the Prophet a 
glimpse into Hell to let him see the misery of 


all of the other oper 
life, long with his observations and wonds of 
wisclom, with great faithfulness and preeision. These 
records came to be known as the hadith (traditions 
cor sayings of the Prophet 4), and served as on 


others. He was a cousin of d 
name of "Abdullah ibe “Abbas. 


‘would go to as many as thirty Companicns «0 make 
sure thar his version of each hadith was. correct. 
‘Once, when he went to check on a hath 
found 


those who suffered there. The angels 
then took the Prophet & through 
the Seven Heavens, one by one. 

Beyond the seventh heaven, the 
Prophet & passed through the veils 
covering that which is hidden, until 
at last he came into the divine Light 
of Allah's Presence. The 


Prophet && looked upon that which the 
eyes cannot see and minds cannot 
imagine, the Creator of the heavens and 
the earth. Time, thought and feelings 
vanished; there was only great peace and 
the brilliance of pure light. 

Too soon, the experience ended and 
he was brought back to earth. The Prophet 
& was amazed to find the spot where he 
had lain was still warm, and the cup he 
had tipped over was still emptying, This 
incredible experience had taken place in 
less than a moment! 

The next morning, the Prophet & 
told the Quraysh what had happened. 
They didn’t believe him. Many Muslims 


were amazed and wanted the Prophet & 


to explain how such a thing could happen. 


But the Prophet's description of Jerusalem, 


and the caravans he had seen on the way 
back to Makkah, convinced them he was 


telling the truth, 


14. The Migration to Madinah: th sitection. Bur the Prophet & 


The Prophet's message 


vas spreading far 


and wide and his following was growing. No 
longer all alone and easy to attack, the 
Propher & became the target of a murder plot 
hatched by the Quraysh, who wanted to stamp 
out Islam. In the meantime, the Lord 
commanded him to leave Makkah and go to 
Yathrib (now known as Madinah), to which 
many Companions had already migrated, and 
where he would be offered protection. 

Under cover of darkness, the Prophet 
Muhammad & and Abu Bakr slipped away on 
camel-back, leaving ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib lying in 
the Prophet's bed, so that the Quraysh would 
not realize he had left Makkah, When the 
Quraysh came to know, they offered al 


reward for the capture of the Prophet & and 
sent out search parties. 

Guessing that the Prophet 4 intended to 
go to Yathrib (about 250 miles north of 
Makkah), most of the search parties headed in 


no one in there.” Then the footsteps were heard 
and Abu Bakr went south, having _-Feceding. The danger had passed! 
arranged that a shepherd would 


cover their tracks with his flock of 


After some time, the Prophet and Abu 

Bakr looked our from the entrance of the cave, 
whe 
had spun a web across its opening and a dove 


they wer 


ma 


sheep. They decided to hide in the ed to see thar a spider 
Cave of Thawr, just outside 
Makkah, until the search parties had 


given up. 


had made a nest just to one side of it. It was 


she who had flapped her wings at the approach 
On their third day in this cave, __ of the search party. How could anyone have 
the Prophet & and Abu Bakr heard 


the flapping of wings, and the sounds 


suspected that two men were hiding inside, 
when a delicate web covered the entry and a 


of men’s voices and footsteps dove nested peacefully there? 


Somewhat later, when they felt it to be 
safe, the Prophet && and Abu Bakr continued 
‘on their journey to Yathrib. Because they took on 
a long, winding route, and travelled only under [neve Mosque n Maran ine tr mosque 
cover of darkness, their dangerous and difficult 


wach wa founded up pity eam Ee wey 
Chay where ave men win lve to purty thernetver 

journey took seven days. 
= § 


approaching, “If any one of them 
looks at his feet he will find us,” 
whispered Abu Bakr. “No,” said the 
Prophet &, “We are not two but three, for, do 
you not know, Allah is with us, He will sure 
protect us.” When the search party came to t 
entrance of the cave, Abu Bakr and the 


Sealy Seen edo age Th : 
clearly, Someone a . 
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THE SPIRIT OF MIGRATION 

yh —myration— never kr pun, the higher 
Dpurpene of yerviny Allah. The Hirst great example was the - y 
Prophet's move from Makifah to Madinah, sshere the Muslim 
were now able to establa wn amportant Islamic centre, and) 
cay out the work of diwah much more succesfully than Aa f - ‘ 
Mabkah. After che death of che Prophet. uspered by his wel \ 
known "Fina Serman*, preached ar the ot Mercy at : 
Y) Ait 9 many thousands of people, mont of the Companion : 

and many J, and wherever they went, they 

reties, whole atk 


Aan ioves the purer. (9108) 


"5 


Under thew influence, whole 
‘changed thew faith, thew cullhane andl 


Muslim rule ov Spain, the Muslims, 09 
escape uppresson, fle na the nearby lands across the 
Me This stepped up the proces of daWah and 
fea to the fslamizarion of Nowth Afiica On the leon 

‘ouany migrant Mustima fom Arabia, Iran, 


Cae IS AG AEE Be 


rine 


Afghanistan, etc., carried on da’wah work. 
half of the total world Munim population lives on the 
subcontinedt. Ic was this Hijrab of the Companions after the | 


Bae 


Prophet's death which helped to ereane the wast Islamic gael \ 
domain WoW © referred ny a the Arab world, There “4 : 
now mote than one billien. Musha spread acroee the skill 


15. A New Beginning mosque? And how big should it be?" the Prophet WITH THE PROPHET « IN MADINAH 


4 wondered. His camel moved off, stopped, 


m The Propher's journey from Makkah to Madinah—the evelanio crized and written down by his Cor ons. 
tured and walked back. “This is the\place and sic oe migratom—was the fr real sep in the word Here t00, the tied and fourth pillar of Ila were decided 
the size of the mosque that Allah wishes us to | wide spread of lam. That is why Musims begin thir spect asgivig Conair fing {stm Everything! 


A.D. The Prophet includ 


wut wealth belong to Allah, the Prophet taught 


build,” said the Prophet &. The land belonged tq Sletda from the year of the Hijab, 


* e Muha teow a put thet Madinah a and to purify our wealth and keep ourselves from greed, we 
two orphans, “Take it,” they said. But the new just social onder wich the mosque as its base. With ‘must regularly give a portion of ir to the pone and needy, This 
Propher &, being a man of great probity, said, |) Seedom of conscience and worship guaranteed to all— the sume as the charity or generosity expected of 
: eae buy ie) DM! bumble and highly placed, «0 Muslims and Mims a all times, but a specific annual duty to be 
No, T must buy it) non-Muslims alike, Inlan’s vision of peace among peuples of performed by those who ate wealthy enaugh, To do less 


Alla, 


= And he bought the llrace an rhgins tenn whe 
or 


{0 his own courryard the Prophet & built the first To teach hs followers self-discipline, unl to 
esque. of meeting place of the faithful, now knw 
al-Méayjid an- Nabawi, or the Mosgee of the Prophet. Th 
tecame the centre of his vcttvties, the place from wh 
he had. 


d mean that love of thi pelone the kn 


ind from them, believers the month in which the fine verses of the 


vere revealed, the Prophet Muhammad & organized 
9 10 30 days of the 


slat fasting vx Madinah due 


reached the menage of Ilam and whe smeeuth of Ramlan, 


22 A.D., twelv 
beginning of the revelation of the Quran. As the 
Prophet #&, on his she-camel Qaswa, and Abu 
Bakr rode through the date groves and orchards 
outside Madinah, people gathered to greet them, 
The welcome was joyous. All those who migrated 
with the Prophet & were called Muhajir and were 


It was now 6. years after the 


Self-Sacrifice 


The Muslims who came to 
cm the local Muslims. The i 


‘ed as brothers and sisters by the Muslims of 


Mad Makkah were clearly going to be » burden 
rants were empty-handed, while the local people (Ansa) 
had houses, lands, orchards, etc. Bur the Madinan Mualims gave a hearty welcome to the 
newcomers. As the Quran says: “Those, befure them, who had horues in the City 
(Madinah) and embeaced dhe Fait before 1 refuge with, 
them; they do not covet what they are given, but rather prefer them abeve themselves 
though they are in want. Those that preserve themselves ftom their ov greed shall surely 
prosper.” (599) 

This willingness ro make stcrfices is» great human quality. A daily necessity, it eat 
‘mean withdrawing into the background so that others may go forward; suffering cneself to 
be able to ive comfort to others; cutting down on one’s own expenses s0 a9 to help others 
suppresing one’s own personality so thar others may shine, or retaining silent to allow 
others to speak: keeping one’s vehicle mo one side so thar others may go 
sacrifice is called ii. It means putting others before the self. According to the Quran, itis 
thone whe possess this quality whi will prosper. 


tre: 


Madinah, the Ansar, The Ansar even shared 


their possessions and properties with the 


: m, love those who have sou) 
Muhajir. From thar day on, the town of 


Yathrib was known as Madinat al-Nabi, or 
The City of the Proph st. 
Madinah wanted hin to be his guest. “I shall 
stay wherever Allah wants me to,” he said. “I 
shall stay in the house before which my camel 
stops.” Qaswa stopped in front of the house c 
a man called Ayub al-Ansari. He became the 
Prophet's host. “Where shall I build a 


ery citizen of 


1s. Lhe Peace Treaty 


But the Prophet's departure to Madinah, 
instead of satisfying the Quraysh, made them 
much angrier. They now saw that the 


Muslims were all gathering in one place, and 
becoming stronger in the process. Only two 
years after the Prophet's migration, a one 
thousand strong army of the Quraysh 
approached Madinah to attack 

The Qu 


of wells about eighty miles from Madinah, 


ysh camped at Badr, @ group 
Here they met the Prophet & with a small 
band of believers. By divine help, the 
Muslims succeeded against heavy odds in 
defeating the Quraysh. The fighting lasted 
only a few hours, with very few of the 
Muslims having been wounded. Their defeat 


further enraged the Quraysh, and they 


launched more battles within the space of a 
few years. 

The Battle of Uhud took 
place in 624 AD, when the 
Makkans, under Abu Sufyan, he 
attacked with about 3000 
well equipped men. The 
Prophet's men numbered 
only 700, Up till then, in all 
battles the Arabs had always 
carried away all the booty 
which they could lay their 


hands on. But this time the 


Prophet & gave strict 


instructions. No one was to 


take anything. They were not 


ee 


fighting for gain. 

The battle raged furiously. The Quraysh 
women sang songs to encourage their men. If 
the Madinites had obeyed the Prophet 
they would have won, but they broke their 
lines and started grabbing the spoils. Khalid 
ibn al-Walid, one of the Makkans, took 
advantage of this to lead his men through the 
Madinite ranks, killing them mercilessly. The 
Prophet & himself was wounded on the head 
and lost ewo teeth when he was hit by a stone. 
He sank down bleeding. The Madinites 
thought he was dead and were disheartened. 

Then ‘Ali, the Propher’s son-in-law, 
sprang forward, and a cry was heard, “The 
Prophet & is alive!" The Madinites rallied 
together. At last the Makkans rode away. 
They had lost 14 men, while the Madinites 
had lost 70, among them the Prophet's uncle, 
Hamzah. The Prophet & was sad for his dead 


Companions, and, bowing his head in 
prayer, begged Allah to forgive his men for 
their disobedience. 

In 627 AD the Makkans attacked 
again. This time the Prophet & was 
advised by a wise Persian called Salman 
al-Farsi to dig a trench around Madinah. 
Three thousand men dug for 20 days— 
the Prophet & with them—and at last the 
trench was ready. 

The Makkan army 
then arrived, but could not cross the 
trench, So they besieged the city, A whole 
month passed, but they found they still 
could not crush the Madinites. Then, 


24,000 strong— 


suddenly, there was a terrible storm and 
the wind raced furiously, blowing away 
their tents and stores. The Makkans 
decided to retreat and left 
quickly for their own a4 
city. So ended the 
Battle of the Trench. 


“A Clear Victory” 


Inv the sixth yeae of the Hijeah, or 628 A.D) the 


Prophet. acting on the word of Ged, set out on 
nage 11 Makkah along with 1400 Companions. But 
Qurayah stopped them at 1 place called 

al-Hudaytiyyah, some eleven kilometres from Makkah, 


Here the Prophet signed a pence treaty with the 
ab by the 


victory.” The Treaty provided for ten years of pence 
berween the (Quraysh aru the Muslims, There was to be 
1s war or treachery between them. The Treaty wa 


di with the agreement thar de Muslims would 


sre make the plrimage that year, but that the 
following year the Prophet Muhammad a and Bis 
followers would be free to po to Malkkab and stay for 


‘The Terms of the Hudaybiyyah Peace Treaty were 


SOD 


cS 


hat Muslims would no briny any arts with eheny 
hat fv Mostien residing it) Makkah would migs 
to Madinah, bur if any migrane in Madinah wishes! 


o> 


ro rerurn 10 Makleal, le would nor be prevented 
ans visiting Madinah would be permitted t0 
return to Makkab bat Muslims visiting Makkah 


- 


= 


<< 


‘contracting parte 


= iti with the Prophet had risen from 1500 to fighting. When they reached 
it Inviting to Islam 10,000, techding several leading men of the outskirts of Makkah, the 
Makkah. Prophet & ordered them to 
The Treaty of Hudaybiyyah was a great The Quraysh were again furious, and spread out and told each 
victory, because it gave the Prophet regretted having signed the Treaty of man to light a fire. The sight 
Muhammad & time to turn his attention to Hudaybiyyah. But if they broke the Treaty of so many fires in the night 
the other tribes of Arabia and the Kings and openly, they would clearly look like villains, so would persuade the Makkans 
Emperors of the countries bordering Arabia, to _ they began breaking it secretly, by supplying that they were surrounded by 
tell them the message of Islam, With the weapons on the quiet to the Muslims’ enemies, a huge army and that it was 
treaty, the Muslims were also able to return to. _ Aware of this betrayal, the Prophet & knew useless to try to fight. In fact, 
Makkah for the pilgrimage, and though they that he must take over Makkah. seeing them, and hearing the 
could stay only three days, they made a deep The Prophet Muhammad & wanted to report of the Muslims’ 
impression on the people of Makkah, who saw avoid bloodshed, so he did not tell any of his readiness from one Makkan 


kindness and respect with which they treated army==ten exclaimed, “Who has the a tre 


yo he Wee a ac Macran, the moasealendle 


the simplicity and devotion of their lives, the followers of his plans to capture Makkah. He scout, one of the Quraysh 
Po 


each other, and the love they had for their all — for he aimed at frightening power to confront them?" ne Om ere 
leader, the Prophet Muhammad a. Within _the Makkans into submission, so that the city Indeed, no one did. The capture of 
just two years, the number of people siding could be captured without any need for Makkah was, as the Prophet had planned, Letters of the Prophet 
a totally bloodless victory After the Treaty of alsHudaybiyyah, the 
» ve basic message of Islam. Here i 
the leter which the Prophet. & wrote t 
4 Khuseu, the King of Persia 
<—- 
B 
eet ee Fas fh Allah, th 


alive that 
1 the truth 
cafe. If you 


you shall 


is. A Forgiving Conqueror 


Victors are usually proud and happy to 
take revenge on their victims, but not the 

Prophet Muhammad 
Makkah the Propher 
humility. When he entered Makkah, his head 


&. After his conquest of 


& displayed the utmost 


was bowed so low that people could see his 
beard touching the camel's saddle. Standing 


at the door of the Kabah, the Prophet 


delivered an address 
There is none worthy of being served save 
the One, Allah. He has fulfilled His promise 
and offered help to His servants. He alone 


has brought the hosts of enemies low 


The Prophet & did not claim any credit 
for the victory: he said it was entirely Allah's 
doing. And he went on to forgive the 
Quraysh: 

I say to you as Yusuf saidl 

to his brothers: Let no 

reproach be upon you this 
day. Go, you are free 

Even Uthman ibn 
Talhah who had once refused 
the Prophet's entry to the 
Kabah and persecuted him, 
was later given back the key 
to the shrine, and it remains 
with his family to thie day 


Then the Prophet Muhammad & 
turned to the Kabah and pointed to the 
idols that had been placed there. He 
recited from the Quran 

In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, 

the Merciful... Truth has come and 

falsehood has vanished aay. Lol 

Falsehood is ever bound to vanish. 

All of the idols crashed to the 
floor. The Prophet & and his followers 
then cleaned and purified the Kabah, 
and Bilal, who had a strong and 
beautiful voice, was ordered to climb to 
its top and give the call to prayer. 

See 


The Kabah, the House of Allah, was at 
last restored to the purpose for which it had 
been built thousands of years before by the 


Prophet Ibrahim 2+ as 


safe, holy place for 
the worship of Allah, our Creator. To thi 
day Makkah remains the spiritual centre of 
Islam. 


The Prophet & returned to Madinah, 


and the Quraysh became Muslim, and one 
by one, the rest of the tribes in Arabia 
declared their faith, As each tribe joined 


Islam, the Prophet & sent people acting on 


his behalf to teach them about Islam, 
which seemed new to them, but which was 
actually the completion of the prophetic 
tradition beginning with Adam and 
continued by Nuh, Ibrahim, Musa and Isa, 
upon all of whom be peace. The Prophet 
& himself continued teuching, guiding and 
conveying Allah's instructions to his 
followers 

But even though he commanded wide 
power and authority, the Prophet 
Muhammad a& remained a humble and 
ordinary man. He was the ruler of Arabia, 
but he wore no crown and did not sit on a 


throne. 


vv. A Simple Man 


Despite his position as leader, the 
Prophet Muhammad & never behaved as if 
he was greater or better than other people. He 
never made people feel small, unwanted or 
embarrassed. He urged his followers to live 
kindly and humbly, releasing slaves whenever 
they could and giving in charity, especially to 
very poor people, orphans and prisoners, 
without any thought of reward. 

The Prophet & himself was never 
greedy. He ate very little and only simple 
foods. He preferred never to fill his stomach. 
Sometimes, for days on end, he would eat 
nothing but raw food. He slept on a very 
simple mattress on the floor and had almost 
nothing in the way of home comforts or 
decorations. One day Hafsah, his wife, tried 
to make him more comfortable at night by 
folding his reed mat double—without telling 


The seven mosques comples in Maxsnan an examnpte of 
uryple arcrwtechare during the early ays of ham, 


him—to make it softer for him. That night 
he slept peacefully, but he overslept and 
missed the pre-dawn prayers. He was so 
distressed when he found out that he never 
slept like that again. 

Simple living and contentment were the 
key teachings in the Prophet's life: “When 


you see a person who has been given more 
money and beauty than you, look then to 
those who have been given less.” In so doing, 
we will thank Allah for His blessings, rather 
than feel deprived 

People used to ask his wife, ‘Aishah, the 
daughter of his first and most loyal 
Companion Abu Bakr, how he lived at home. 
“Like an ordinary man,” she would answer, 
“He would sweep the house, stitch his own 
clothes, mend his own sandals, water the 
camels, milk the goats, help the servants at 
their work, and eat his meals with them; and 
he would go to fetch what we needed from the 
market.” He seldom had more than one set of 
clothes, which he washed himself 

He was a home-loving, peace-loving 
human being. “When you enter a house, ask 
God to 


means: “May peace be upon you"— 
peace is the most wonderful thing on earth, 


Truth and Paradise 


Once a man came to the Prophet « 
and said: “O Prophet, by God, it is my 
eamest desite to go to heaven. Tell me 
what T should do for this to happen,” The 
Prophet & replied, “Speuk the truth." 
When man speaks the truth he does good 
deeds. His heart is lit up with the light of 
faith, and when the heart is blessed with, 
the wealth of faith, he can be sure of 
paradise 


entrance to Go 


He was a firm believer in good manners, 
always greeting people kindly, and 
showing respect to elders. He once said: 
"The dearest of you to me are those who 
have good manners.” 

All his recorded words and actions 
reveal him as a man of great gentleness, 
kindness, humility, good humour and 
excellent common sense, who had a 
great love for animals and for all people, 


especially his family, Above all, he w 


a man who practised what he preached. 
His life, both private and public, was a 
perfect model for his followers. 

The Prophet && did not have many 
children. His two sons by Khadijah died 
when they were very small, and another 
baby boy, whom he had later on, also 
died. However, he had four daughters, 
all of whom married and had children. 
Of them, the most famous, was his 
youngest daughter, Fatimah, who 


married his nephew ‘Ali and gave him 


two grandsons, Hasan and Husayn, and 
two granddaughters, Zaynab and Umm 
Kulthum. 


20. Prayers of the Prophet 


The Prophet Muhammad 


that prayer is a way of saying how we need God's 


taught us 


grace for every single thing we have, and how 


God's power over all things is total. There are 
different kinds of prayers, Some are to praise 
Allah for all the wonderful things in the world 
and some are to thank Him for His blessings. 
We often ask Allah to forgive us, telli 


Him of our fears and worries. At other 
times we pray for others to be helped 
and cared for. 


The Prophe 


udlvised people 
to pray in times of peace and plenty, 
and not just in times of difficulty. One 
of his favourite prayers in the Quran 
was for parents: “My Lord, have metey 
on them, as they have raised me up 
when I was little.” He also said 
brotherly love was a great virtue. In his 
prayers to his Creator for all of 
humanity, he would say: “O Lord, all 


Your servants are brothers.” 


The Prophet & urged his follower 
to ask Allah for forgiveness: “Allah 
holds out His hand at night for those 
who have done wrong during the day to 
repent. And He holds out His hand 
during the day for those who have done 
wrong at night to repent.” 

To have God's special protection 
he would pray, “Allah, save me from 
leprosy, insanity and incurable diseases 
O Allah, save me from want, poverty 
and being humbled. Save me from 


doing wrong or being wronged.” 


The Prophet & forbade believers to 


pray for their own deaths or even to think 


about suicide. “If anyone is in a very dreadful 


state, 


said the Prophet 


long as life is good 


Allah, keep me alive so long 
for me, and take away my soul to Yourself 
when death is best for me.’ ” 

One who prays for another in his 
ot her absence will most probably 
have his prayers fulfilled for, asthe = @ 
Prophet & explained, to every 


believer Allah has assigned an angel 


who says, “Amen! And to you the 


His own selflessness is 


et him pray, ‘O 


shown by his praying even for 


those who harmed him. 
The Prophet & 


observer of nature, regarded all 


keen 


natural things with a great 
sense of wonder. For example 
new moon, he would 
“O Allah, let its rays 


bring us security, peace and 


seei 


pray 


submission.” Speaking to the 
moon, he would continue, "My 
Lord and Your Lord is Allah. 
May this be a crescent of 
guidance and goodness. 


The Prophet & would urge 
people to remember Allah 
constantly, as he believed that “one 
who remembers his Lord and one 
who does not remember his Lord are 
as unlike as the living and the 
dead." Therefore, the Prophet & 
would urge his followers to 
remember Allah by day and by 
night, even if only by saying a few 


words. To make it easy for them to 


do this, he taught them a short 
prayer, saying 
Two phrases are light on the 
tongue yet heavy in the Balance 
and beloved by the Merciful 
Subhan Allah wa bihamdlihi 
Subhan Allahil- Azeem 
(Glory be to God and all Praises are 
His, Glory be to God, the 


Magnificent.) 


21. The Prophet’s Hajj Next, they ran back and forth seven times spring gushed forth at the feet of the suffering 


between the small hills of Safa and Marwah in child, Ismail 34. This spring is now known as 


memory of the time when Allah tested the the Zamzam well. Ir reminds pilgrims of the 
Once more, in the tenth year of the Prophet Ibrahim 3 and his family. This is truth that when all hope is gone, God remains 
Hijrah, or 632 AD,the Prophet called the sa’i, and it shows the soul's to give healing strength and life to the soul. 
Muhammad 2 set out for Makkah to determined search for that which gives true life. Now the pilgrims had completed the rites 
perform his Hajj. This time about 100,000 According to the Quran, Allah had told in the Sacred Mosque in Makkah. On the 


believers accompanied him. This pilgrimage 


Ibrahim 325 to leave his wife, Hagar, and their _ eighth day of the Hajj, the pilgrims went to 


is commonly known as the Hajj of the son Ismail 3 in His care in the uninhabited the valley of Mina, about ten kilometres from 


Farewell (Hajjat al-Wida). Here he valley of Makkah. In the barren desert the two the Kabah, where Allah had tested 


explained the rules of Hajj, and gave his soon began to die of thirst. Frantic, Hagar ran Thrahim x4 by ordering him to sacrifice his 


famous speech, known as the Final Sermon hack and forth between the hilltops, trying to son, Ismail, At the last moment, Allah 
(Khuthah of the Hajjat al-Wida) 


spot a passing caravan in the distance. But stopped Ibrahim 4, and sent a ram to be 
Upon reaching Makkah, the 


there was none. Finally, when all seemed lost, @ sacrificed instead 


Prophet && and his followers put on the 


white, seamless sheets that showed . 
equality before Allah. This 


called ihram. Then the pilgrims 


went directly to the Kabah and 
walked round it seven times in a 
counter-clockwise direction. This 
is called the tawaf. As pilgrims 
arrived they called out 

Here I am, O Allah, 


here fam: 


Here | am, 


Our Lives Should Revolve Around the Lord 


5000 years ays, the Prophet Ibrahim = was coramanded by Allah to lay the 
foundavons of the Kaboh—the House of God in Makkah—and no call people 10 


© You without equal 


Here | am! 


= upligimage Ga) wo People hoe aie ae 
Yours is the kingdom, Snow evcty feats oad Gl nee of the 
the praise and the glory, panes 
> a Hay) » one of the five tenet» of Islam, and every Muslim, having the means, and 
© You without equal healthy ern sMlgrimage once in his or her Mferime, Al 


God Alone! 


This is the prayer called the 


pilgrim 
The 5 


hes so chat all may appear equal 
uh 10 Ivold ny 
lene go round the Kabah even, 


€ quite small, is now huge eno 


pilgrims at a time. All che 


talbiyah, which is the answer to tne how mane mst oe rund Gal The th ite 
the divine call to come and give Satwn at Mina, and standing before their Maker 


the Plain af Arafat, praying anil 


‘one's life wholly to Allah. sermons. The Hajj ends with » final Ling of the Kabah, 


2. The Last Sermon 


On the ninth day of the Prophet's Hajj, 
the pilgrims proceeded to the Plain of Arafat 
to stand on the Mount of Mercy. There they 
stood in the sweltering heat, bare-headed, 
and thought about Allah and prayed for His 
mercy. This is called the wuguf. Here, during 
the sermon on that day the last passage of the 
Quran was revealed to the Prophet 
Muhammad a: “Today I have perfected your 
religion and I have completed My blessing 
upon you, and I have approved Islam for your 
religion,’ 

After praying, the Prophet & spoke to 
his followers. He told the Muslims to let the 
Quran and his own example be their guides 
in life. He ordered them to stop living as they 
had done before Islam, Revenge, a very old 


Ramadan with the Prophet « 


The Prophet & said: “Those whe fat are 
destined to have wo joys: One athe time of tar 
‘and the other wher they meet thete Lon.” 

The vlvervonce of fasting (which means 1 
seating and deanking from dawn wo sunset) dung 
the 29.01 30 days of Rammadiin the ninth month of 
the ldamic lunar calendar, w one ofthe five pillars 
‘of Islam. Iris. crash course in selfliseipline, 
making us more aware of the necewity to do wood 
and avoid evil, and more thankful wy Gxt for His 
‘grace nal compassion. Believers during that peril 
spend Hanger than. vsual on their prayers and the 
recitation of the Quran, and give mare sales, 
They also avond lying, cheat 
ur oppressing their fellow mes 
behaviour is required ef believers, not only during 
Ramadan, but throughout their entire lives. Livery 
breliever—muan ana woman—must observe the fast. 
‘Bur those who are il during Ramadan, oto 
‘elderly, or on a journey, may feed the poor instead, 
‘oF mvske up the dys of fasting later on. The fst is 
‘noe meant (0 eave any undue hardship 


tradition in Arabia, and usury were to be 
ended. Property was to be respected. And, he 
said, “Know that every Muslim is a Muslim's 
brother.” This was a new idea to the quarreling 
tribes. “Have I made myself very clear?” asked 
the Prophet & after every point. 

After the sermon, the Prophet & looked 
up and cried: “My Lord! H: 


aright the Message I was charged with and 


e | delivered 


fulfilled my calling?” Then he told the 
gathering: “You will be asked about me, s0 
what will you say?” 

They answered with one voice: "We bear 
witness that you have conveyed Allah's 
message and have performed your duty and 
that you have meant goodness for us." Pointing 
his index finger toward heaven and then to the 
people, he said: “Oh, Allah, be witness; 

O Allah, be witness; O“Allahy be witness.” 


The Prophet & ended his 


speech by saying, “Let those 
present convey the message to the 
absent.” By sunset, they headed 
back toward Mina, gathering 


ong the way. On the 


pebbles i 
next day, they performed the 
ritual of casting their pebbles at 
Satan, symbolised by three pillars 
set up in memory of how Ibrahim 


and his family resisted the 


temptation of Satan, In de 
this, the pilgrims pledged 
themselves once more to Allah and promised 
to do their best to drive any devils out of 
themselves 

Finally, an animal was sacrificed, and 
the pilgrims returned to perform the farewell 


tawaf of the Kabah. ‘The meat fromthe =" 


sacrifice was sent to the poor and needy 

Three months after returning from 
the Farewell Pilgrimage to Madina, the 
Prophet a fell ill. The Me 
Allah died on 8 June 632 A.D, He was 


63 years old. As the news of his death 


nyer of 


spread, people refused to believe it 
“Umar ibn al-Khattab, with his sword 
unsheathed, swore that he would slay 
said that the Prophet & 


anybody whe 
had passed away. Seeing the chaos, Abu 


Bakr m 


unted the pulpit and 


announced: “O people! For those who 
worshipped Muhammad, Muhammad is 
dead. But whosoever worshipped Allah, 
let him know that Allah is alive, and 
will never die.” 

These brief words sum up an 
important belief Muslims have about 
the Prophet Muhammad &. Muslims 
do not worship any human being. They 


worship Allah and Allah only 


23. Exemplary Character 


4.1 old handhwitten copy of the Quran an Ke senpe 


The Prophet Muhammad & is thought 
of as the noble prophet and a perfect man, 
whose way of life and character are an 
example to everyone, He is also regarded as 
the perfect ruler and statesman. The 
Muslim community he created at Madinah 
is the example which all Muslim 
communities should strive to be like. He 
serves as a model for millions of Muslims. 
They try to copy the minute details of his 
life, such as the way he worshipped, washed, 
dressed and ate. 

For Muslims the Prophet 
Muhammad & had “the most excellent 
character" and of him the Quran says, “Lo, 
Allah and His angels shower blessings on 
the Prophet. O you who believe! Ask 
blessings on him and salute him with a 
worthy salutation.” The Prophet 
Muhammad & was buried in the mosque in 
Madinah that he himself had helped to 
build. Today, millions of Muslims visit his 
tomb and pay their respects to one of the 


great prophets of Allah. 

It was to this exemplary person, the 
Prophet Muhammad &, thar the 
great, holy book of Islam — the 
Quran — was revealed in the 7th 
century A.D. by Allah through 
the Archangel Jibri. 

Events do not unfold in it in 


the order in which they 
happened—as they would in a long 
story or a novel. Its text — with 
6,236 verses divided up into 114 
chapters — is more like great rhythmic passages 
of prose, set to wonderful music, which conveys 
with total clarity all that was revealed of Allah's 


will to the Prophet & fourteen hundred years 


ago. 

Young Muslims start reciting the Quran 
from a very early age, and many go on to 
memorize the whole text. The Quran is the 
only book in the history of mankind which is 
memorized from cover to cover. Today, there 
are thousands and thousands of people in the 
world—they are called huffaz (sing. hafiz)— 
who know the entire Quran by heart 

By the time of the Prophet's death, many 
thousands of men and women knew the 
Quran by heart, and the whole text also 
existed in written form. Till today, the Quran 


has remained absolutely unchanged. 


The Quran—The Book of Allah 


Being the true word of Allah in human language, de 
Quran is the eternal book af instruction forthe whole of 
mankind. It provides correct and understandable answers 0 
all the questions which aris in un inqudsiive mind, such as 
"Why has Allah placed humanity on earth’ "What is His 
scheme of things in creating wich a vast universe!” "How 
should we lead our lives?” “What wil happen to us after 
death?” And s0.0n, 

After memorizing all ofthe revelations which the angel 
Jil brought to hi, ee Propet A nstroctet his 
‘Companions to memoriae them 100, He abso called fora serie 
tovdictate each one back t itn, There were about Ewen 
fine scribes, te anote lmportant of whom were Zayed ibn 
‘Thabir, Ali hn Abi Talib, Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthiun, 
Abdullah ibe Sid andl Murawiya ibn AIM Sulyan, Thos the 
‘entire Quran was writren down nnd memorized by hundreds 
‘of Companions tn the fine of the Prophet a. The Prophet 
& abo recited the entire Quran twice in front of the angel 
Jib, thus parting is surah tn the correct order, Shorty after 
the Propher's death, the Quean was pur together in che form 
‘ofa took (or mushaf) by the fist Caliph Aba Bakr, During 
thw ime ofthe Caliph Uthiman, sx official copies of it were 
tne, and several were seat off to Various countrles, Two 
such copies exist today an museums in Istanbul and Tashkent, 

From the time of the Prophet Muhammad a, wher the 
{Quran was evealed and written down on the leaves of date- 
palma, parchment, et. che script ofthe Quran his gone 
through a number of stages: Mast if the early coples were 
‘writen in a script with square-shaped letter knew na Kul 
In the early tenth century, Itn Mugla, who was consiened 
the father of Arabic calligraphy, developed its niles and 
defined the shape, sie, curvature snd position of each etter 
Later on, other scripts woe as Thulth, Navkly, Muhacyny, 
Rayhani, Tang) and Riga were developed. Thus the Arabye 
seript continued bo change and rie to new heights. Texlay 
‘2 form of the Maghrib style of script, which way developed 
during the period of the Ottoman Caliphs of Turkey, which is 
vty wed transcribe the Quran text 

To introduce Ivlam to the neighbouring lands, the 
Prophet Muhammad & sent out letters containing verses of 
the Quran through his Companions to various rulers. These 
letters were ft translated into the local languages before 
[presenting them fo the respective kings: Thus the ist 
translations of portions ofthe Quran were done during the 
Prophet'vownlletinse, Lareron, the Quran ws tnfatet in 
ports into Perstn, Daring the tenth cennury, she Cran was 
printed by werden block». The frit tranaation of the Quan 
into Latin was done in 1143 and published in 1543, A German 
‘ranulation was published in 1647, and the first English 
tranulation appeared in 1648, Over the years the Quran was 
‘anlared into several major an regional argues, Texlay 
there are about 500 complete translations ofthe Quran in 
Engl 

Tn addition to every Muslim man, woman and child 
Jhaving to xody the Quran and follow it, the giving of its 
‘weswage tos Musdios tala ty, Ks as ere 
Prophet Muhammad & urged his followers 09 convey the 
message of the Quran “even if only by a se ayah or verse." 


the 


24. The Angel and the Three Men 


Once the Prophet Muhammad 


told his Companions the story of thre 
the Children of Israel—a leper, a bald 
man and a blind man. To test the 
gratitude of these three poor men, Allah 
sent an angel to each of them 

To the leper, the angel said, “Of all 
things, which would you most love to 
have?” The leper replied, “A beautiful 
complexion, beautiful skin and a cure for 
the ailment for which people shun me.” 
So the angel passed his hands over the 
man, and his wishes were granted, The 
“Of all things, what 


would you most love to possess?” 


angel again asked, 


“Camels,” he replied, So he was given a 
pregnant she-camel. As the angel left, he 
“May Allah bless it.” 


To the man with the diseased scalp, 


said, 
the angel said, “Of all things, what would 
you most love to have?” 
“Beautiful hair and a cure for the disease 
for which people shun me.” So the angel 
passed his hands over him and his wishes 
“Of 
all things, what would you most love to 


were granted. Again the angel asked, 
possess?” "Cows," he replied. So he was 
given a pregnant cow. And the angel 
said, “May Allah bless it.” 

To the blind man, the angel said, 


“Of all things, what would you most love 
to have?” He replied, “My sight 

restored by Allah, so that I can see 
people,” So the angel passed his 
hands over him, and he regained his 


The man replied, 


sight. Then the angel sa 


would you most love to possess?” 
en a ewe with its lambs. And 


replied. So he wa: 


“Of all things, what 


“Sheey 


the angel said, “May Allah bless them.” 
All the animals multiplied, so that the first 


man had a valley full of c 


full of cows and the third a 


ls, the second a valley 
lley full of sheep. 


Later, the angel came in the guise of a leper 


to the first man and said, “I am a poor man, 
unable to travel any further without Allah’s 
help—or yours. By the One who has given you 
wealth and a beautiful skin and complexion, 
* The 


ations.” The 


give me a camel to ride on my journe 
man replied, 


“I have too many oblig: 


angel said, “I seem to recognize you. Weren't 


you once a leper whom people shunned? And 


weren't you poor before Allah gave you so 


hand, but your left hand should 
it” Bur over and above giving alms and feeding the 


much?” The man replied, “I inherited 
this wealth from a nobleman, who 
inherited it from a nobleman.” The 
angel said, “If you are a liar, may Allah 
turn you back into a leper 


Then, in the guise of a bald 


he came to the man who had once had a 
diseased scalp and made the same 
request as he had to the first man, His 
plea was similarly turned down, The 
angel said, “If you are a liar, may Allah 
tum you back into a bald man.” 
Coming to the third man in the 
guise of a blind man, he said, “Iam a 
poor, homeless man, unable to reach my 
destination, unless Allah , or you, ean 


help me. By the One who restored your 


sight, give me a ewe to help me on my 


way.” The man said, “I was blind, and 
Allah restored my sight. So take 
whatever you will and leave whatever 
you will, for, by Allah, I will not grudge 


you anything you take for His sake.” 


The angel said, “Keep your wealth, for 
you were only being tested. You may 
keep your blessings, but your 


companions have lost all 


Many Kinds of Charity 


The Prophet 4 sid, "Give alms from the tight 
‘not come to know of 


act was a form of charity: smiling at a fellow human: 
We, ar ei 8 eae, 
removing hindrances such as thors and stones 

pail ogee eorre byrun om 
mount his beast; uttering pure, comforting words and 
replying t questions with mildness, All of these for 

the Prophet & were forms of charity. 


2s. And the Stone Moved 


The Prophet Muhammad & once told 
a story of how three men, out for a walk in 
the mountains, were caught in a rainstorm. 
They quickly took shelter in a cave, but the 
entrance to it was at once 
blocked by a huge stone which 
came hurtling down the 
mountain side, Now it was 
impossible for them to get out 
So they began to pray to Allah, 
recalling the good deeds they had 
done, in the hopes that Allah 
would be pleased with them and 
set them free 

The first one said that he 
and his wife and children were 
living with his aged parents. 
Whenever he returned with his 
herd, he milked the animals and 
then offered the milk first to his 
parents and then to his children. 
One day, he went far away and, 
by the time he came back home, 
it was very late and his parents 
had fallen asleep, He milked the 
herd as usual and brought the 
milk to his parents, but seeing 
that they were sound asleep, he 
did not feel like waking them up. 
His children ran to him for their 
milk, but he felt it was not right 
to give it to them before he gave 


it to his parents. So he stood 


there all night, waiting for his parents to 


of dawn. Only then, when they had had 


their milk, did he give any to his children. 


Whar he did that day had been done 


to please Allah, and he begged his Maker, 


et up. They did not awaken till the break 


if He had seen any virtue in his behaviour, to 


set them free. Miraculously, the stone moved a 


little bit, but not enough to let them out. 
The second man said that he had a 


cousin with whom he was very much in love 


and whom he was very keen to marry. But she 


refused to marry him and stayed away from 
him. Then a time came when she was in dire 


need of help, because of a famine that year. 


She came to him and he gave her 120 gold 


coins. Then he wanted to marry her forcibly, 


bur she pleaded with him not to do so. He 
agreed to her request and, turning away from 
her, he allowed her to go away and 
take the gold coins with her. The 
man begged Allah to remember that 
he had done this out of fear for Him, 
and beseeched Him to help them. So 
the stone moved another little bit, 


but the gap was still not wide enough 


for them to come out of the cave. 
The third man said that once he 
had hired the services of a workman 
for a bushel of rice. When the work 
was completed, he gave the man his 
bushel of rice, but the workman, not 
liking the quality of it, went off 
without it. So he kept re-planting it 
until he had earned enough money 
from its sale to buy some cows. Years 
later, the workman returned and 
demanded his wages. He told the 
man to take away the cows which 
had greatly multiplied by that time. 
And this he promptly did without 
leaving a single cow for their owner. 
After telling this tale, he begged 
Allah to release them, as he had 
done this good deed for fear of Him. 
So the stone moved a little more and 
made a big enough gap for them to 


come out of the cave 


26. The Message of Peace others, he never made people feel small, of surpassing greatness. He wanted all men 


unwanted or embarrassed. He urged his and women to be unworldly and to have 


followers to behave kindly and humbly, to such great peace of mind that nothing 
The Prophet's most important task was _telease slaves whenever possible and to give could disturb them. Then, with no gru 
to bring peace to the world. To this end, he alms, especially to very poor people, orphans to bear, they would seek no revenge, but 
urged people to accept the fact that, regardless and prisoners — with no thought of reward. would merely turn all events, whether 
of skin colour, language, lifestyle or dwelling He was the soul of goodness, so that even material or spiritual, into food for thought. 
place, they were all blood brothers and sisters. __if people harmed him, he would pray for them, Throughout the first thirteen years of 
Only if they saw each other in this light could remaining unruffled, no matter how badly he __ his prophethood, the Prophet 


there be mutual love and respect. To his was treated. In setting this example, he Muhammad & preached in Makkah, 
followers he would say, “You are all Adam's encouraged people to turn to Allah, as a Being although the Makkans bitterly 


children, and Adam was made of clay," and, 


isking them to live in peace, would add, “A 
true believer is one with whom others feel 
secure — one who returns love for hatred.” 


He taught believers that returning love only 


when love was given was base human 


he Propirets Mosque in Macs, 


conduct, The true believer caused no harm to 


those who mistreated him, but chose rather to opposed this. When things became 


work for their good, The Prophet & himself impossible, he left for Madinah, 


led the way with his common sense, kindness, Wars were waged against him, but 


gentleness, humility, and good humour. He he convinced his enemies that 


greatly loved all people and even animals, peace had greater power than war, 


The Prophet & was a leader, yet, as was shown by the peace treaty of 
believing he was no greater or better than 
| The Hadith— 
fq Sayings of the Prophet & 

‘The Hadith, ic. the sayings and deeds of the 
Prophet & form a Muslim cee of conduct second 
only tn the Quran i seligous mpertance. Handed 


Hudaybiyyah, In this the 

Prophet & agreed to every demand 
of his enemies, on the assurance 
that, in return, peace would 
necessarily ensue. 


His life went through various 
regalo na ah stages of well-being and extreme 
Syl cases Groh cis pete Ba 


narrators’ reliability. 7; systemn was called dona 


hardship, yet never once did he 
stray from the path of moderation. 
At all times, and right till the end, 


The beat of the six wellsestablished hooks of 
Hadith (alkusub asttah) are the Salih (“The 
Authenvic”) of al-Bukhari and Muslim. The ochers 
are by Abu Dawud, al-Tirmidhi. Al-Navaé and Ibn 
Majah. Orher famous works include the Muwura of 
Malik bn Anas, the Masnuad of fbn Has 
Farry Hauldh of Nawaw' 


he remained the patient and 


grateful servant of the Almighty, 
of and the 


bringing his message of peace and 


tolerance to all mankind. 


u.A Christian King Helps Out 


In 615 A.D,, five years after the 
beginning of the revelation of the Quran, a 
group of the Prophet's Companions, weary of 
daily torture and hardship, left Makkah on 
the Prophet's advice to seek shelter in 
Abyssinia (Ethiopia) with the Christian ruler, 
King Najashi (Negus). Under cover of 
nightfall 16 of them slipped away, to be 
followed later by another 83 men and women. 
When the Makkans discovered this, they were 
enraged, particularly because the children of 
many leading families were among them. 

The Quraysh leaders sent two of their 
cleverest men to persuade King Najashi to 
send the Muslims back, On arrival, they first 
gave gifts to the King's advisers, saying that 
some “foolish Makkans” had recently 
migrated to Abyssinia and that they intended 
to ask the king for their return, Then they 
went to the King, and said, “Your Majesty, 
these people have abandoned the religion of 
Makkah, but they have not even become 
Christians like you.” The King's advisers 


promptly urged him to hand them over 
straight away. 

Bur the King, unconvinced, became 
angry, saying, “No, by God, they came to me 
for protection and I will hear what they have 
to say.” The Makkans were dismayed at this, 
realizing that the King would immediately 
sense the migrants’ sincerity. When the 
Muslims entered, they did not bow before 
King Najashi and were thereupon rebuked by 
the advisers. But the Muslims simply said, 
“We kneel only to Allah.” Then King Najashi 
asked them about their religion. 

The Muslims’ spokesman, Ja'far ibn Abi 
‘Talib, ‘Ali's brother and the Prophet's n 
said: "O King, we and our ancestors 
away in ignorance from the 
Prophet Ibrahim 325, who 1 
the Kabah and 


The Family Tree 
of the Prophet 
Muhammad = 


HORN 6 400 AD 


*Our Lond, send among them 

a Messenger of thetr own, 

who shall recite to them Your revelations, 

and teach them the Book 

and the Wisdom 

cand purify them of sin. 

You are the Mighty, 

the Wise One. 

— The Prophet lbrahem's prayer tn the Quran. 
‘Sweah al-Baganah (The Heifer’, 2.129 


Tell Me About 


g About the Prophet Muhammad 
Has Never Been So Simple! 

The book presents the life of the Prophet Muhammad, upon whom be 

peace, from his childhood in the desert to his divine mission and early 

preaching in Makkah, It goes on to describe the hostility of Makkans 

towards his message, their total boycott of him and his family, the 


Night Journey to seven heavens and the migration from Makkah to 
Madinah, The Prophet Muhammad was we 


med in Madinah and 


lived there for ten years teaching and calling people to the divine truth 


His life went through stages of poverty, prosperity 
defeat and success. Yer whatever his state of 
well-being or hardship, he never once strayed from 
om. At all times, and vight lll chal 
patient and grateful sereant of 
cy, bringing his message of peace and 
ankind 


path of moxde 


end, he remaine 
the Almig 


tna 


This book introduces you to the Prophet 
Muhammad 4 and helps you 

Discover the Prophet's life from 

his birth (0 prophethood. 


Live the way he spent his life. 


Discover the Message of the Prophet 
Muhammad é and help others to know it. 


The focus throughout the book is on the spi 
from it for our daily life. These exci 


illustrations, so that young people m 


of the Prophet's 


al events are pr 


cachings, and on the lessons that should be derived 
na simple, informative style, with beautiful 


derstand and enjoy them 


